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geanſt to be; but. thou, waſt alone. Except 
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thy ſelf: in that happy Solitude; thou walk 
ſufficient to thy ſelf, and hadſt no need. tq 
find any thing out of thee, ſince tis thou, 
who far from receiving from any, giveſt ta 
every thing, which is not thy ſelf, by thy 
Almighty Word, that is, by thy ſimple Will, 
to which, Agthing 1 is difficult, and which 
does whatſoever it pleaſes, without ſucceſ- 
ſion of Time, or any the leaſt Labour. Thou 
madeſt this World, which was not, to bg. 
gin to be., Thon didſt not de like the 
Morkmen here below, who find che Ma, 
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in putting into order, by little anc = 
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we need ade tons the kennt cf ths Earth 
nor paſs beyond the Sens; we need not, 28 
thy holy Oracles tell us, * fly up Into the 
Heavens to ſind ther: thou art nearer 60 
us than we are to our ſelves. 3 5 
0 God, who art at once ſo ads 
Kibithar”; ; fo exalted above the Heavens 
and fo proportion d to the lowneſs of the 
Creature ; ſo ĩimmenfe, and fo deeply lodg d 
in the Center of my Heart; ſo terrible; 
and fo amiable; ſo jealous, and fo gentle to 
thofe who entertain thee with the Famiha⸗ 
rity of pure Love; when ſfrall ĩt be chat thy 
own Children ſhall ceaſe to be unacquaint- 
ed with thee? Who wilt give me a Voice 
loud enough to upbraid the whole World 
with its Blindnefs, and, with Authority, to 
prochim to it all that thou art? To bid Men 
feek thee in their own Heart, is to propoſe 
to them to feek thee at a much greater di- 
ſtance than the moſt unknown Parts of the 
Earth. What is there more unknown, and 

more remote to the greateſt part of Men, 
vain and thoughtleſs, than the bottom of 
their own Heart? Do they know what it 
is ever to enter into themſelves? Have they 
ever try d to find the way? Can they fo 
— as — what that interior — 
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ha ie pretended 
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Feſus Chrif thy Son, Who thy Wiſdom 
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5 wh conſeat, as they, to. be made che Laugh-, 
ig ſtock of the World... 
But Who am 1 to think theſe wie i 
is no more L a Creature mean and frail, 4 
baſe and ſinful Soul; tis thou, O Jeſu, e- 
ternal Truth, Who thinkeſt them in me; 
tis thou who wilt perform them, that thy 
Grace may triumph the more through the 
greater Unworthineſs of the Inſtrument. 
O God, thou art not known, there are F 
none that know who thou art! The Light 
 Jhineth in the midſt of Darkneſs, and the 
Darkneſs cannot comprehend it *. It is by ; 
thee we hve, we think, we taſte Pleaſure ; : 
and. we forget by whom we do them all! 
Me ſee nothing but by thee the univerſal 
Light,. the Sun of Souls, who ſhinelſt yet 
more bright than that of Bodies; and whilſt 
we ſee nothing but by. thee, we ſee not 
thee! Tis thou who giveſt all; to Stars 
their Light, to Foodtiths their Waters and 
their Earle to the Earth i irs Plants, to 
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Pes of him who has phe fit 3 wr 7 
the World ſees thee not! But, alas! he who 
ſces thee not has never yer ſœen apy ig 
ſpent his Life in the Titation of 
Dream; de is as if he were not, only yet 
. more wretched ; for, as I learn from va | 
: been better e * 
had never been born. 
For me, my God, where-v'er 1 go, , Lind 
ther always wllhig me. 'Whatfvever Good 
: 1 do, N who Jolt it. A thoufand 
times have I experienc'd, that, of myſelf, 
I could neither ſubdue my Temper, nor de- 
| ray my Habits, nor moderate my. Pride, 
nor follow. my Reaſon, nor continue to will 
the Good that L had once wild. "Tis thou 
Who giveſt that Will, who preferyeſt it 
pure: without thee I am but x a Reed ſha 
ken by the ſmalleſt Blaſt. Thou haſt given 
me hs as. the Uprightneſs, and all 
the good Thoughts wbich ! ave; thou haſt 
wade me a new Heart, that deſires thy 
Righteouſneks, and that thirſts after thy e- 
Ternal Truth; in giving me this, thou haſt 
even torn away the Heart of he old Man, 
made up of Dirt and Corruption, jealous, 
vain, ambitious, reſtleſs, unjuſt, thirſfing 
Wert * To. what 2 was| 1 
don 
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0 nyt 7 ever have hop d to be thus convert- 
ed to thee, and to ſake off the Yoke of my 
- tyrannical Paſſions?, 

But her 
all the reſt: who, but thou, could tear 

from my ſelf, turn all my Hatred and all my 


Contempt againſt my ſelf? It is not I who 
have done this Work; for it is not by his 


cou Strength that any one gets out of him- 
ſelf: there mult have been then ſome fo- 
reign Stay without my own Heart, on which 


I might ſupport my ſelf, whilſt I 3 bs 


Sentence againſt its Wretchedneſs. 

Suecour muſt needs have been rs for 
T cou'd not find it in me, me, againſt whom 
| 1 was oblig d to fight: but it mult have en- 


er d deep too, to tear away the ſef from 
the molt ſecret lurking Places of my Heart, 
It is thou, my Lord, who bringing thy 


Light into the Center of my Soul i 


mpenc- 
trable to all others, didſt there ſhew me all 
my Deformity. I well know, that in ſee- 


0 I have nat chang d it, and that I am {till 


deform di in thy Eyes: 1 well know that my ; 


own have not been able to diſcover all my 


_ Uglineſsz but at leaſt I have ſeen a part f 
diſcover the whale. 
ee * ſelf frightful, but the hope which 
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1 have in thee makes me oe; oy Peace. YN 
I bil not either flatter my Vices, or let m 
Voices diſcourage me. I ſee them they, i 
Iquietly bear the Reproach. Tam For! thee, 
O my God, againſt my ſelf; none, but thou, 
cou'd thus make a Diviſion between me and 
| felf. . This is what thou haſt done within 
me, and what thou daily continueſt to do, 
in order to take from me all the Remains of 
my malignant Life of Adam, and to per- 
ka the Formation of the new Man. Os 
this ſecond Creation of the new Man which 
1 renewed day by day. ee g 
"Heave my ſelf, 0 my ( Bech in thy Hands. 
turn about this Clay, turn it this way and 
that; give it a Form, then 3 it to 
Pieces: it is thine; it bas nothing to ſay; 
tis enough that it anſwers all thy Purpoſes, 
and that nothin greſiſteth thy good Pleaſure, 
for which I am made. Demand, enjoin, 
forbid; what wilt thou have me to do? 
What wilt thou have me forbear? exalted, 
abaſed, comforted, ſuffering, | employ'd. in 
thy Work, uſeleſs in every thing; I ſhall 
ever adore thee equally, by ſacrificing all 
felf-will to thine ; I have nothing left, but 
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| Con ucting the whole Uni- 


canſt not be the Author of Evil: all thy 


Works are good: whence comes it to paſs 


en that the: Face of the Earth is cover d 


with Sins and Miſeries? The Evil ſeems 

2 where to r 5 
only for thy Glory that thou madeſt the 
World; and- We are tempted. to think that 
The number of 
the Wicked exceeds infinitely that. of the 
500d even within thy ee hg almoſt all 


vail over the Good. It 


it turns to thy Diſnonour. I 


Fleſh has corrupted its way: the g . 


ſelves are ſo. but by Halves, and give me 


- roar figh amen as much as the others. 
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ere two ſorts of Evits; one, which Men 
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which thou hadft no Share; the other, of 
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ts the Puniſhment and Correction of e 
Wicked, for-which thou appe | 


. . e 
3855 At & 


7 


4 3 * CS] 


# *: 


LL 


5 — 
ig che Nüiſchiefs of Sin. — 


Counſel; as 


thy Scriptures expreſs it . Hut 


without being the Author of Sin, what Mi. 
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makeſt uſe of the Wicked againſt t 
in puniſhing them mutually: by one 


another; but, what is chiefly moving and 


lovely, thou makeſt the unjuſt Perſecutions 


of ſome a means to the Converſion of o- 
thers. How many Perſons are there who 


were living in the forgetfulneſs af thy Fa- 
vours, and in the contempt of thy Law, 
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in weaning them from the World: b FO : 
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Purpoſes of Juſtice or of Mercy. 44 
I hear human Reaſon | denatding to en- 
ter into Judgment with wee and to pene- 
trate thy eternal Secrets. Go had no need, 
it ſays, to dra Good out of Evil: he need- 
ed but at once to prevent all Evil, and to 
make all Men good: he could have done 
tit: be needed but to do for all Men what 
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out of themſelves by the — of. his 
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8 45 ſd of ſome more than of others. Wet 
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Victorious in thy 
condemned ſhall Tee nothing but*Equity/in 
its Condemnation”: thou ſhalt clearlyſhow 
it, that thou Haſt done all to cultivate th 


It is not thou who art wanting to it, it is 
Wanting to itſelf, it deſtroys itſelf. Man 
ſees not now all theſe things in particular; 
for he's unacquainted with his own Heart; 
he diſcerns neither the Graces that are of- 
fer d him, nor his own Diſpoſſtions, not his 
"Internal Reſiſtance. In thy Judgment” thou 
wilt lay him all open to his own Eyes: 

mall ſee himſelf, he ſhall be rertified at the 
Sight, he ſhall not be able to avoid ſeeing in 
an eternal Deſpair what thou ſhalt have 


done for him, and what he ſhall have done 
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